
M E M O R A N D U M 
November 6, 2014 

 

TO: WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 

FR: Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator 

VIA:  Duwamish Blueprint Working Group and WRIA 9 staff  

RE: Duwamish Blueprint Approval and Recommendations  
 

ACTION REQUESTED: The Duwamish Blueprint Working Group and WRIA 9 staff 

request that the WRIA 9 Forum approve the 2014 Duwamish Blueprint as part of the 2005 

Salmon Habitat Plan:  Making Our Watershed Fit for a King 

 

The Duwamish Blueprint Working Group is comprised of individuals with experience and 

knowledge about estuary restoration and the Duwamish River. Members were convened in 

January 2014 from the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration, cities of Seattle and Tukwila, King County, The Boeing Company, 

Forterra, Port of Seattle, and WRIA 9. The group was tasked with updating the location of the 

Duwamish transition zone, where habitat improvements will be targeted to benefit juvenile 

Chinook salmon, and identifying the best places to improve habitat within the transition zone, 

using the most recent science and other information available. The group met monthly to update 

the draft Duwamish Blueprint from 2006. They also received council from the Muckleshoot 

Indian Tribe and other subject matter experts on climate change, fish use of Duwamish habitats, 

and local habitat planning efforts. 

 

The Duwamish Blueprint (available online at the WRIA 9 web site) contains a map of the 

transition zone, a list and maps of habitat projects and their status, habitat goals, and 

recommendations for habitat project design, funding, monitoring, and adaptive management. 

Updates from the 2006 document include: 

 Larger transition zone reflects new data about where juvenile fish are found and the 

location of the salinity gradient;  

 New transition zone project maps organized by reach and color coded by status 

(potential, in progress or complete) 

 Updated project list with easy-to-find project ID numbers, a brief description, and status  

 

Major recommendations of the document include a goal of 40 acres of new shallow water habitat 

by 2025; working to streamline permitting at the local, state and federal levels to reduce the cost 

and time it takes to implement projects; implementing the largest projects on public lands first; 

and hiring a part-time Duwamish Basin Steward to convene meetings for collaboration and 

adaptive management, track projects and their effectiveness, and pursuing new funding that 

would allow project sponsors to purchase large parcels that would be suitable for habitat when 

the opportunity arises. 

 

Following the adoption of the Blueprint, WRIA 9 will need to take action towards its 

implementation. Actions may include adopting it as part of the 2016 Salmon Habitat Plan; 

working with King County and Seattle to integrate it with the Green/Duwamish Watershed 

Strategy; consideration of a part-time Duwamish Basin Steward; authorizing monitoring and 

research to fill data gaps and track the status of habitat conditions and project effectiveness; and 

working to streamline permitting and other processes to remove barriers to habitat projects. 


