
M E M O R A N D U M 
 

July 30, 2013 
 

TO:        WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 

FR:         Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator 

RE:         Watershed Ecosystem Forum Meeting—Thursday, August 8, 2013, 4 to 6:30 p.m., Renton 
 
The next meeting of the Watershed Ecosystem Forum is Thursday, August 8, 2013, from 4 to 6:30 p.m., Renton 
City Hall.  Driving directions are available here. The agenda and summary of the May 9th meeting of the 
Watershed Ecosystem Forum are attached. 
 
This is a decision meeting.  A quorum of city and county representatives is required*.  By Wednesday, August 
7th at noon, please contact Linda Grob at 206-296-8016 or linda.grob@kingcounty.gov to confirm 
attendance.  Your timely RSVP helps us ensure a quorum and with meeting planning, logistics and food. 
 
The key agenda item is consideration of and action on the Management Committee proposed 2014 budget, 
work plan (“Attachment A”), staff plan (“Attachment B”), and cost shares (all attached).  The budget and 
supporting documents were developed by the Management Committee over the past three months. The 
highlight of the budget and work plan proposals is the additional revenue from the state to increase WRIA 9’s 
capacity to (1) develop a “Puget Sound monitoring and adaptive management framework” and (2) facilitate 
overall capital project development, prioritization, sequencing, and tracking.   The Management Committee 
also recommends a small 3% increase in the WRIA 9 ILA cost share to enhance working closely with each of the 
cities and the county in 2014 in forging a new interlocal agreement for watershed services (the existing ILA 
expires at the end of 2015). 
 
As reflected in Attachments A and B, additional revenues from the state and existing carryover funds from 
previous budget years will substantially help support new work and add horsepower to completing other work 
plan items, including: 

 Coordination of the statewide watershed stakeholder process for developing legislation addressing 
watershed funding and governance issues; 

 Coordination of and/or participation in major new initiatives to address floodplain management, fish, 
farms, hatcheries, steelhead recovery planning, and fish passage; 

 Development and implementation of an outreach strategy and social marketing mechanisms; 

 Implementation of the Puget Sound Partnership’s Monitoring and Adaptive Management Work Plan and 
integration of Open Standards in the WRIA 9 Adaptive Management Program; and 

 Capital project development and project and program tracking (including an inventory of programs being 
implemented by the WRIA 9 partners cities, county, and other stakeholders). 

 
For each of the above major new or amped-up work program initiatives (identified and further defined in red 
lettering in Attachments A and B), resources are needed.  The Draft Staff Plan (Attachment B) indicates the 
possible funding and other resources (also shown in red lettering) that are or could be available to conduct the 
work over the next year and a half, as well as the contracting or staffing that would be increased to complete 
the work.  The key sources of revenue and the work it supports are: 

 Coordination of the statewide watershed stakeholder process 
 Carryover ILA funds 

 Coordination/participation in floodplain, fish, farm, hatcheries, steelhead recovery planning, and fish 
passage stakeholder processes 
 State grant to King County for the System-Wide Improvement Framework and/or other King County 

funds 

http://rentonwa.gov/government/default.aspx?id=1172
mailto:linda.grob@kingcounty.gov


 Carryover ILA funds 

 Develop and execute outreach and communication tools, including a WRIA 9-wide program assessment 
and a funding summit 
 Cooperative Watershed Management grant to WRIA 9 

 Monitoring and Adaptive Management/Open Standards implementation and integration 
 Puget Sound Partnership service agreement 

 Capital project development and project and program development (recruit, develop, review, and 
prioritize eligible projects 
 Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration capacity grant 

 
Regarding the 2014 ILA cost shares, attached are the proposed 2014 cost share revenue table and a table the 
lists the historical cost shares of each WRIA 9 jurisdiction’s cost share from 2001 through this year.  The latter 
table also indicates the cost share of each jurisdiction with a stair-stepped approach to a cost share increase, 
similar to the policy recently established by the WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council (which approved a 3% 
increase for 2014 and, depending on possible shortfalls in funding in 2015, a possible 5% increase for 2015). 
 The Management Committee recommends a 3% cost share increase for 2014, which is reflected in the 2014 
cost share table.  The table clarifies the dollar amount increase to each city and the county of this  small cost 
share increase. 
 
We will also discuss the scope and process of the statewide watershed stakeholder process and the funding 
summit, and the local launch event for WRIA 9’s inclusion in the Urban Waters Federal Partnership (UWFP), 
planned for September 5th.   A factsheet is attached that announces the Green/Duwamish Watershed as one of 
the 18 locations designated as a pilot watershed by the nation’s new UWFP.  Members of the WRIA 9 
Monitoring and Adaptive Management (A&AM) core team will update the Forum on the work to develop a 
Puget Sound-wide M&AM framework.  We will have a presentation on the System-Wide Improvement 
Framework (SWIF) for the Green River levee system.  Recently, Forum Co-Chair Marlla Mhoon was invited to 
participate on the SWIF Advisory Council, and I was invited to participate on the Technical Committee 
(invitation letter attached). 
 
Also attached is “News from Senator Murray” about her success in securing federal funding for Pacific Salmon 
Restoration (such as for the WRIA 9 recovery implementation) and a “Puget Sound Legislative Update” that 
highlights state funding important to salmon recovery efforts, including an unprecedented amount of capital 
funding for Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration ($70 million).  Seahurst Park seawall beach restoration is 
the notable WRIA 9 project that will move forward with funding from the PSAR funding, together with federal 
funding through the Army Corps of Engineers Puget Sound and Adjacent Waters program and the state’s 
Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program (which was also funded at $40 million by the legislature this past 
session).  
 
I look forward to seeing you at the meeting. Please contact me with questions, and please RSVP your 
attendance to Linda. 
 
*Only parties to the WRIA 9 ILA may “vote” on the budget, however, pursuant to the WRIA 9 Forum’s operating 
guidelines, the entire Forum discusses budget, funding, work program, and staffing. 
 
Doug Osterman, Watershed Coordinator 
206-296-8069   additional contact information                    
Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed Salmon Habitat Recovery (WRIA 9) 
Working Together to Make Our Watershed Fit for a King! 
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