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Background and Purpose 

A monitoring and adaptive management plan is required for each Puget Sound watershed's recovery 

plan (Final Supplement to the Shared Strategy’s Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan, National Marine 

Fisheries Service, Northwest Region, 2006). The Implementation Technical Committee (ITC) began 

working on a WRIA 9 Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plan (WRIA 9 MAMP) in 2011.  The ITC’s 

2012 Status and Trends report laid the foundation for the MAMP.  The WRIA 9 MAMP summarizes the 

work of the ITC and will remain a draft document through the end of 2014.   

 

The Puget Sound Recovery Implementation Technical Team (RITT) developed a framework to evaluate 

each watershed's recovery plan using similar language, known as "Open Standards," in order to create 

consistency across  recovery efforts throughout Puget Sound (Puget Sound Chinook Salmon Recovery:  A 

Framework for the Development of Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plans, March 2013). 

Products of the RITT framework will include a regional monitoring and adaptive management plan and a 

plan specific to each Puget Sound WRIA.  In 2013 and 2014, WRIA 9 staff and the ITC will work with the 

RITT, the Puget Sound Partnership (PSP), and others to incorporate the information from the WRIA 9 

MAMP document into the regionally standardized plan using the RITT framework.  Once the two efforts 

are merged, the WRIA 9 MAMP will be finalized.  

 

The draft WRIA 9 Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plan is intended to: 

 serve as a framework for prioritizing monitoring actions and funding by WRIA 9 in 2013, 2014 

and possibly beyond; 

 promote collaboration among various entities collecting data in the basin; 

 provide guidance for adaptively managing implementation of the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan;  

 provide information needed for the PSP and RITT monitoring and adaptive management plan 

effort; and 

 serve as a draft, interim plan that will be updated as needed based on the outcomes of the PSP 

and RITT monitoring and adaptive management planning effort. 

 

Monitoring Recommendations 

This plan is organized by the type of monitoring (implementation, effectiveness and validation), as 

shown in Figure 1. For each type of monitoring, we identify what is being done, gaps, and propose 

activities, guidelines, and funding recommendations.  
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Figure 1. Three primary types of monitoring are used to evaluate management strategies and adapt them as necessary. 

 

This WRIA 9 MAMP also creates a schedule for the recommended monitoring activities. It is the intent 

that the ITC will make recommendations to the WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum (WEF) each year 

during the normal budget process. The recommended monitoring actions will be based on the schedule 

and on an annual review of actions occurring in the basin where there are opportunities to collaborate 

and leverage the monitoring dollars.  The ITC recommends that the WEF allocate 10% ($120,000) 

annually out of available WRIA 9 salmon recovery funds.  The ITC also recommends the actions in Table 

1 be funded as part of the 2014 budget process. 

 

Table 1. Highest priority WRIA 9 monitoring projects for 2014 are as follows: 

Monitoring 

Type 

Monitoring Activity Recommended When Project 

Sponsor 

Approximate 

Cost 

Cumulative 

Project 

Effectiveness 

Lower Green River juvenile fish habitat 

use 

2014 WRIA 9, (in 

collaboration 

with the 

USACOE) 

$30,000 

Cumulative 

Habitat 

Conditions 

Large wood and pool survey of the 

mainstem Lower Green and Duwamish, 

by the contractor who will be surveying 

the Middle Green. One-time cost. 

2014 WRIA 9 (in 

collaboration 

with the 

USACOE) 

 Estimated 

$50,000  

Validation - VSP 

– Green River 

Smolt Trap 

Annual cost-share for Green River Smolt 

Trap at River Mile 34, operated by 

WDFW, funded in partnership with 

WDFW, ACOE and Tacoma Water 

2014, 

2015 

WDFW $40,000 

annually 

Total for 2014 $120,000 

 


