
M E M O R A N D U M 
 

January 31, 2013 
 

TO:        WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 
 

FR:         Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator 
 

RE:         Forum Meeting—Thursday, February 7, 2013, 4 – 6:30 p.m., Renton City Hall 
 
The next meeting of the WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum is Thursday, February 7, 4:00 to 6:30 p.m., 
Renton City Hall, Council Chambers.  Please click here for driving instructions: Directions to Renton City Hall.  
The Council Chambers are on the 7th Floor. 
 
Attached are the meeting agenda and the summary of the November 8, 2012 meeting. 
 

Appointment of the WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum Co-Chairs 
The Forum is asked annually to appoint or re-appoint co-chairs.  The long-time Forum Co-Chairs, Auburn 
Councilmember Bill Peloza and Covington Councilmember Marlla Mhoon who have diligently and effectively 
chaired the Forum are willing to continue in this leadership capacity for another year.  The WRIA 9 
Management Committee unanimously endorses their re-appointment as Forum Co-Chairs. 
 

Adaptive Management & Monitoring, Steelhead Critical Habitat, & Soos Creek Hatchery 
The Implementation Technical Committee members will update the Forum on the 2013 work plan and 
milestones as we continue to coordinate with the Puget Sound Partnership on its guidance on adaptively 
managing Chinook salmon recovery.  Jacques White, Executive Director, Long Live the Kings, is joining with 
Kollin Higgins, King County Senior Ecologist and Elissa Ostergaard, WRIA 9 Planning and Stewardship 
Coordinator to explain the regional guidance (known as open standards) and how applying it within the WRIA 
may play out.  Long Live the Kings recently contracted with the Partnership to further develop the regional 
guidance and to work with watersheds to develop their adaptive management and monitoring programs to 
synchronize with Puget Sound salmon recovery. 
 
Jacques White and Kollin Higgins will also provide some insights into the recent proposed designations of 
critical habitat for the winter steelhead population of WRIA 9 and provide their perspectives of how it may 
affect local government and others, including implementation of the actions we are taking to recover Chinook 
salmon.  They will discuss the next steps anticipated for steelhead recovery planning. 
 
Over the course of the end of last year/first part of this year, the Department of Fish and Wildlife asked us for 
comments on its Soos Creek Hatchery Management Plan.  Attached is the comment letter that was recently 
submitted.  If we have time, Kollin will provide a quick overview of the most salient comments from our 
perspective to coordinate hatchery management with implementation of the Salmon Habitat Plan. 
 

King Conservation District WRIA Funding (2011 and prior year funds) 
Karen Bergeron, WRIA 9 Habitat Project Coordinator, will overview funding that is available from the King 
Conservation District to implement habitat projects.  The funding, from 2011 and prior years, was held up 
during the 2012 challenges faced by the District, but now that issues have been resolved the funding can be 
distributed to WRIA 9 habitat projects.  Karen will identify the WRIA 9 projects that can move forward 
significantly now that the funding is available (project list attached).  The Forum must approve the funding 
toward the projects for the KCD to accept grant applications. 
 

  

http://rentonwa.gov/government/default.aspx?id=1172


2013 WRIA 9 Legislative Agenda 
I will highlight the key WRIA 9 state legislative priorities for Forum members to discuss with legislators and the 
legislature.  The list of priorities is attached, along with background information about them (Puget Sound 
Acquisition and Restoration fact sheet and project list, Estuary and Salmon Recovery Program fact sheet, and 
staff report from the Sound Cities Association regarding its recommendations on the Watershed Investment 
District draft bill). 
 

Urban Waters Federal Partnership 
Elissa Ostergaard and Tracy Stanton, Senior Program Manager with Earth Economics, will update the Forum on 
progress made at the federal level to approve WRIA 9 as a watershed for inclusion in this national program.  
Elissa will report on the interviews she and Will Singleton (a strategic planning consultant who the U.S. Forest 
Service made available to WRIA 9) conducted of 10 Duwamish stakeholders about plans for and barriers to 
salmon habitat restoration.  A field tour of the Duwamish this past week also enabled a greater understanding 
of the many activities and projects occurring in the Duwamish.  Elissa and Tracy will highlight the key findings, 
the most salient “ahas” of the interviews and tour.   The information will ultimately help update the habitat 
project list of the Duwamish Blueprint, the planning tool that we have used to help identify, coordinate, and 
focus restoration sites and actions in the Duwamish.  As well, federal agencies will use the information to 
identify ways to better coordinate and work together to provide their services to and activities in the 
Duwamish. 
 

Fish Passage at Howard Hanson Dam 
As you recall from the November 2012 Forum meeting, Colonel Estok briefly spoke about the Corps’ activities 
regarding the design and implementation of the downstream fish passage facility at Howard Hanson Dam.  Dan 
Johnson, Corps Project Manager, Civil Programs & Projects Branch, will overview more details of the status of 
this critically important project to Chinook salmon recovery in WRIA 9. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at our first meeting of 2013!  Please contact me with questions, and please 
contact Linda about your attendance. 
 
Doug Osterman 

Watershed Coordinator 
206-296-8069   additional contact information                    
Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed Salmon Habitat Recovery (WRIA 9) 
Working Together to Make Our Watershed Fit for a King! 

 

http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/contacts/default.aspx
http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/default.aspx

