
M E M O R A N D U M 
 

November 1, 2012 
 

TO:        WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 
 

FR:         Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator 
 

RE:         Watershed Ecosystem Forum Meeting—Thursday, November 8, 4 to 6:30 p.m. 
 
The next meeting of the WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum is Thursday, November 8, 2012, from 4 to 
6:30 p.m., at Renton City Hall, Council Chambers on the 7th floor.  Click here for a map and driving 
instructions to Renton City Hall.  The meeting is the last meeting of 2012! 
 

Meeting of the Green/Duwamish Ecosystem Restoration Project Executive Committee 
As usual for our November Forum meeting, we will be conducting the annual meeting of the 
Green/Duwamish River Ecosystem Restoration Project Executive Committee.  On tap is approval of the 
2013 ERP project funding priorities 9 (attached).  Colonel Bruce Estok is attending the Executive 
Committee meeting to participate as its Co-Chair.  He will also engage in conversation with the Forum 
on other activities of the Corps that have importance to WRIA 9, such as the status of the Howard 
Hanson Dam downstream fish passage facility. 
 
Other highlights of the agenda (attached) include: 
 

Flood Control District Action to Fund WRIA 9 in 2013 
At its meeting on Monday, October 29th, the FCD Board of Supervisors approved a resolution to continue 
funding WRIA projects at the $1.2 million level for 2013.  You may recall that the FCD funded WRIA 9 
projects in 2012 when the King Conservation District was unable to conduct its 2012 competitive grant 
program.    WRIA 9 Forum members and staff were in strong attendance at the October 29th Supervisors 
meeting and strongly encouraged the Board to fund the WRIA projects in King County for 2013.  The 
WRIA 9 comment letter submitted as part of the public hearing is attached.  I will summarize the key 
aspects of this funding decision and its implications to salmon recovery in King County and relationship 
to the activities that have been held on the draft legislation addressing watershed investment funding 
and governance.  Karen Bergeron, Habitat Projects Coordinator, will also update the Forum on the Puget 
Sound Acquisition and Restoration (PSAR) legislative request and the WRIA 9 projects associated with 
PSAR funding over the next two years. 
 

Adaptive Management And Monitoring:  Olympic Sculpture Park Monitoring 
Kollin Higgins will update the Forum on the work of the Implementation Technical Committee to 
develop a Monitoring and Adaptive Management Program for WRIA 9.  To demonstrate the outcomes of 
a watershed-based monitoring program, Jason Toft, University of Washington Research Ecologist, who 
has been heading up the project monitoring at the Olympic Sculpture Park project on Elliott Bay will 
overview the findings of the monitoring work at Olympic Sculpture Park and their implications for future 
projects and adaptive management.  Olympic Sculpture Park shoreline restoration was one of WRIA 9’s 
first projects funded by the Salmon Recovery Funding Board, and there has been a strong commitment 
to annually monitor the project’s effectiveness at meeting goals.  The project sponsor was the Seattle 
Art Museum, one of the most unique partnerships formed early on in WRIA 9. 

http://rentonwa.gov/government/default.aspx?id=1172


 

Urban Waters Federal Partnership 
The application requesting the Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed be included as 
one of eight watershed sites in the U.S. was submitted to the federal government by the U.S. Forest 
Service earlier this month.  We have not heard if WRIA 9 has been accepted as a site, but Tracy Stanton, 
recently hired by Earth Economics, has been designated as the “ambassador” to WRIA 9, a resource to 
help us identify common ground at the federal and local levels and facilitate engagement across a range 
of potential watershed partners.  Tracy will provide an overview of the program in general, some of the 
efforts that the Forest Service has taken to ensure the usefulness of the UWFP in WRIA 9, and the 
connections that we have tried to make at the local level so far.  I am working to help make sure that the 
UWFP engages with the local level to enhance building capacity in the watershed that will in turn help us 
address some of the critical barriers to implement the Salmon Habitat Plan.  Attached are a two-page 
UWFP description and the final application. 
 
The summary of the August 9th meeting is attached 
 
Please contact me with questions.  I look forward to seeing you at the meeting. 
 
Doug Osterman 

Watershed Coordinator 
206-296-8069   additional contact information                    
Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed Salmon Habitat Recovery (WRIA 9) 
Working Together to Make Our Watershed Fit for a King! 

 
 

http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/contacts/default.aspx
http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/9/default.aspx

