
The Green-Duwamish River watershed is one of the 

most ecologically, economically, and social diverse watersheds in the 

Pacific Northwest. 
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seeks to help communities,  
particularly in underserved areas, improve and benefit 

from their urban waters. 
 

It achieves this by aligning federal agencies and  

organizations in these communities, and enhancing 

local capacity. Seven pilot locations across the U.S. 

have already been selected. The Green-Duwamish 

watershed has been proposed as an UWFP site, and 

efforts have begun to gain consensus around roles 

and objectives for the partnership. 

How it will work: 



Gathering input 

To review the UWFP letter of application, discuss partnership parame-

ters, and begin identifying roles and objectives, an initial core working 

group meeting was held in Seattle (September 25-26, 2012), attended by 

7 federal agencies and 6 state and local entities. The group discussed 

local concerns and ongoing activities, and suggested that the UWFP take 

a place-based, locally-driven approach.  

 

Discussions and feedback heard during the meeting were used to shape 

the final letter of application for the Green-Duwamish Watershed 

(which includes all of WRIA9). This letter was submitted to the national 

UWFP committee on October 15.  

 

Building on momentum 

As an UWFP site, we can build on the momentum and groundwork 

achieved by WRIA9 and the Puget Sound Federal Caucus to enhance 

restoration, resource management, science, and outreach in the Puget 

Sound area. The partnership brings together the stakeholder base and 

outreach capacity of non-governmental organizations, and focuses  

federal and state landowner and governmental assistance programs.  

 

The UWFP will establish a common sense of purpose for a broad range 

of partners, and will bring national recognition to the unique manage-

ment issues of Puget Sound.  
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Goals of the Green-Duwamish 

UWFP: 
 

Promote clean urban waters 

Reconnect people to their water-

ways 

Use urban water systems as a 

way to promote economic revi-

talization and prosperity 

Encourage community improve-

ments through active partnerships 

Focus on measuring results  

Co-leads: 

UWFP partners: 

Watershed Ecosystem Forum for WRIA9 

EPA 

NOAA 

USGS 

NRCS 

US Forest Service 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 

Green Cities Research Alliance 

Earth Economics 

Forterra 

Washington State Department of Natural Resources Urban          

and Community Forestry 

Institute for Culture and Ecology     

Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition 

King County, Department of Natural Resources and Parks 

University of Washington 


