
M E M O R A N D U M 

December 8, 2011 
 
TO:         WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum 
 
FR:          Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator 
 

RE:       Forum Meeting—Thursday, December 15, 4:00 to 6:30 p.m., Renton City Hall 
 
The final 2011 meeting of the WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum is Thursday, December 15, from 4:00 
to 6:30 p.m. at Renton City Hall, Council Chambers.  Driving directions are available here 

 
By Tuesday, December 13, please RSVP your attendance by calling Linda Grob at 206-296-8016 or 
sending her a message at:  linda.grob@kingcounty.gov. 
 
The agenda for the meeting, a summary of the August 8, 2011 meeting, and the 2012 meeting schedule 
are attached. 
 

2012 Habitat Project Funding: King Conservation District and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
funding partnerships 
Habitat project implementation is the key theme for all agenda items.  As we have done each year over 
the past several years at the last meeting of the  year, we will be asking the Forum to approve the 2012 
WRIA 9/King Conservation District habitat projects and the 2012 Ecosystem Restoration Project (ERP) 
habitat priorities (as part of the annual ERP Executive Committee meeting in which the Colonel  of the 
Seattle District Corps of Engineers serves as Co-Chair).  The lists of recommended 2012 WRIA 9/KCD and 
WRIA 9/ERP projects are attached. 
 

Discussion with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on project implementation coordination 
We will engage in a conversation with Colonel Bruce Estok about several of the Corps of Engineers 
federal programs that overlap significantly with and compliment our ability to successfully implement 
salmon recovery projects in WRIA 9.  A few of the key federal programs that we need to ensure we 
continue to coordinate on between WRIA 9 and the Corps include:  levee vegetation management; levee 
setbacks and federal flood insurance programs; downstream fish passage at Howard Hanson Dam; and 
dredging of the Duwamish Turning Basin.  Previous comment letters or short written issue statements 
on these issues will be distributed at the meeting. 
 

Local Funding Strategies being developed by the Puget Sound Partnership/Watershed 
Investment District  
I will provide a quick report the Puget Sound Partnership Leadership Council request to work with WRIA 
9 over the next several months to develop recommendations on funding and legislative strategies.  A 
resolution of the Leadership Council that was adopted on October 21, 2011 is attached. Please note the 
specific acknowledgments of WRIA 9’s funding mechanism work over the past several years, including 
our efforts to develop draft legislation creating Watershed Investment Districts. 
 

Salmon Habitat Projects and Farmland 
As you know, WRIA 9 and the King County Agriculture Commission held productive conversations about 
moving forward with salmon recovery implementation and farming together, including briefings of the 

http://rentonwa.gov/government/default.aspx?id=1172
mailto:linda.grob@kingcounty.gov


Agriculture Commission on the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan, discussions among Agriculture Commission 
members, and the 2010 Yellow Bus Tour’s focus on fish and farms.  Partly due to past concerns 
expressed by WRIA 9 about King County Comprehensive Plan policies and administrative procedures, 
King County is considering changes to its Comprehensive Plan policies that address meeting the multiple 
objects  of salmon recovery, farming, and floodplains.  Joanna Richey, Assistant Division Director, King 
County Water and Land Resources Division will be on hand to review the policy proposals, their purpose 
and intent.  The County welcomes feedback from the Watershed Ecosystem Forum on this and other 
proposed changes to its Comprehensive Plan.  The specific policy that will be reviewed by Joanna, R-648, 
and the WRIA 9 comment letter about this issue are attached.  You are welcome to review the King 
County Comprehensive Plan recommendations online at: King County Comprehensive Plan (KCCP).  
 
This will wrap up another productive year of salmon recovery in WRIA 9.  I’m looking forward to working 
with you all in 2012.  Please contact me with questions at 206-296-8069 or 
doug.osterman@kingcounty.gov. 
 
Doug Osterman 

Watershed Coordinator 
206-296-8069   additional contact information                    
Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed Salmon Habitat Recovery (WRIA 9) 
Working Together to Make Our Watershed Fit for a King! 
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