
Overview of Watershed 

Investment District Concept and 

Proposed Legislation



 Preview elements of the draft Watershed 

Investment District (WID) legislation

 Review next steps and timeline

 Discussion:  Questions/feedback to the 

Cross WRIA Funding Group

Presentation Overview



Allows creation of Watershed 

Investment Districts organized on 

watershed boundaries and authorizes 

them to raise and disburse funds to 

conserve and restore land and water 

(including for salmon recovery)

Draft WID Legislation



 May include all or a portion of a single  Water 

Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) or all or 

portions of contiguous WRIAs   

WID Boundaries



 All counties in proposed WID must pass 

substantially similar ordinances

 Ordinance would define WID boundary and 

Governance Structure

Possible alternative:

 Majority of cities within proposed WID could 

petition county to create WID

Process to Create WID



Within 3 years of WID’s creation:

 WID board prepares a Watershed Funding Plan.  

Funding plan addresses how it will contribute to 

the objectives of watershed health

 Plan would outline the projects and activities to 

be implemented by the WID and authorizing 

revenue sources

 Requires a district board to consider allocating up 

to 10% of the funding to activities and program 

identified by cities and counties.

Watershed Funding Plan



 Within 7 years of a district’s creation, the district 

presents a funding proposition to voters within 

the district for approval.  Proposition describes 

proposed activities, programs, and projects and a 

description of the amounts to be charged under 

proposed funding mechanisms.

 If voters approve the funding plan, WID oversees 

implementation.

Watershed Funding Proposition



Watershed Funding 

Proposition (continued)

 For continued funding once the first proposition is 

implemented,  WID may present a new funding 

proposition to voters.  If voters approve 

subsequent funding plans, funding proposition 

would be effective for 7 to 10 years.

 If voters reject 2 consecutive funding propositions, 

the district will be dissolved by ordinance, but re-

establishment of a district with the same 

boundaries is not precluded in the future.



 District to be governed by a board of elected 

officials of counties and cities that are wholly or 

partly within the district

 Board may appoint a stakeholder advisory 

committee or include stakeholders as non-voting 

members on the board 

WID Governance Structure



Authorizes districts to use funds for 

activities, projects, and programs to 

restore and conserve land and water and 

to reduce water pollution within its 

boundaries, such as:

 Salmon habitat protection and 

restoration projects

 Projects/programs to address regional 

stormwater problems

 Multi-benefit projects such as 

floodplain management  

 Outreach and education

Types of Activities Funded by WID



 Authorizes districts to fix or impose a fee, tax, 

surcharge or assessment as approved by voters 

and lists a menu of options, including:

 property tax

 sales and use tax

 real estate excise tax

 utility fee

 per parcel assessment

 pollution discharge tax

Revenue Sources/Funding Mechanisms



WID Start Up Funding

• Authorizes district and participating 

counties and cities to enter into 

interlocal agreements for start-up 

funding for administrative costs.

• District authorized to receive grants 

for start up purposes.



NEXT STEPS

WHEN WHAT

July 20, 2011 - Cross WRIA Leadership Group received draft bill for 

review

July 28, 2011 - Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council briefing 

August 4, 2011 - Lead Entity Advisory Group briefing

August 2011 - Briefings continue and track feedback

-WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum briefing

September 2011 - Focus Group considers feedback and decides on any 

revisions to the draft legislation

Sep-Dec 2011

(and beyond)

- Project launch strategy developed and begin 

implementing strategy



Feedback?
Questions?

Doug Osterman, Green/Duwamish Watershed Coordinator

doug.osterman@kingcounty.gov ; 206-296-8069

mailto:doug.osterman@kingcounty.gov

