M E M O R A N D U M

September 4, 2008 

TO:       WRIA 9 Steering Committee

FR:       Gordon Thomson, Habitat Plan Manager

VIA:      Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator

RE:       Steering Committee Meeting – Thursday, September 11, 2008, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m.
The September 11 Steering Committee meeting will include a panel discussion of harvest, hatchery, and habitat integration (“H-integration”) into the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan.  As Steering Committee members are aware, hatchery and harvest components are missing from the Salmon Habitat Plan.  We have been asked by the Puget Sound Recovery Implementation Technical Team (RITT) to address this gap and include provisions for harvest and hatcheries in an update to the Plan.  This is critical in testing the primary hypothesis of the Salmon Habitat Plan that low survival of natural origin recruits, already depressed by habitat limitations in the transition zone and Lower River, is exacerbated by large releases of young Chinook from the Soos Creek Hatchery coincidental with the arrival of these recruits from the middle watershed.  To address this request, the Implementation Technical Team (ITT) has been working this year to take the steps necessary to integrate harvest and hatchery considerations into the Salmon Habitat Plan.

ITT members Josh Latterell, King County Water and Land Resources Division, Holly Coccoli, Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, Paul Hage, Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, and I will provide a briefing via panel discussion on the progress to date on integrating these four factors of decline of the Green River Chinook salmon population.
The Puget Sound Partnership earlier this year asked WRIA 9 to participate in a “pilot report card project” along with two other watersheds.  I will provide an overview of my work with the Partnership and the other two watersheds on the Report Card Pilot Project.  The benefit of participating in the pilot is that it gives us an indication of the amount of work that may be asked of watersheds by the Partnership in future years to monitor and report implementation of the Salmon Habitat Plan.
Doug will provide an update on important funding opportunities (and barriers) at the regional and state levels.  He will also review the work program reductions in WRIA 9 that were recently agreed to by the Watershed Forum.
You are now only a mouse click away for the Habitat Work Schedule (HWS) System, a web-based salmon habitat project database.  The HWS is a joint effort by many agencies including WRIA 9 and other watersheds.  It allows Lead Entities throughout the state to make their salmon recovery projects more accessible to partners, funding sources, and the public.  Attached is a flyer that describes the system and how to use it.
The Steering Committee meeting will be held at Renton City Hall, Council Chambers, from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. Please click on the following link for a map and driving instructions to Renton City Hall:  http://rentonwa.gov/government/default.aspx?id=1172.  The agenda and the July 10, 2008 meeting summary are attached.
I look forward to seeing you at the meeting.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 206-296-8013, gordon.thomson@kingcounty.gov, or Doug Osterman at 206-296-8069, doug.osterman@kingcounty.gov.
