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Agenda

• State - 2026 Session context and high 
level outcomes

• Federal - PS Day on the Hill

• State - Looking ahead to 2027 

• Legislative turnover

• Future of CCA revenue and 
spending

• Questions, comments, discussion



2026 Session



2026 Session Basics

➢ Supplemental 
budgets

➢ Short session
➢ 60 days

➢Continued 
budget deficit

➢CCA “windfall”



Selected Outcomes
New policies and budget
• Allowing quicker enforcement and removal of derelict vessels when the owner cannot be identified or located (HB 2199).
• Supplemental capital funding for Deschutes estuary restoration, Skokomish timberland acquisition, the Nisqually 

Community Forest, and flood response.

Unfinished business
• Budget shifts using Climate Commitment Act revenue to replace previously allocated bonds for natural resource capital 

grant programs, with the bond savings redirected to address the operating budget deficit.
• Reductions in the operating budget that eliminate recent new investments supporting Puget Sound recovery, including 

Department of Natural Resource's derelict aquatic structures, Department of Ecology's interagency climate response 
strategy, Department of Fish and Wildlife funding for regional fishery enhancement groups, and other programs.

• Lack of supplemental capital appropriations in established habitat restoration programs such as the Salmon Recovery 
Funding Board, Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration, and Floodplains by Design.

• Failure of bills that limit water pollution from ocean going vessels (HB 1652), phase out toxic tire chemicals that harm 
salmon (HB 2421), require data centers to report information about water use and effluent (HB 2515), develop model local 
code to balance infill housing and urban tree canopy (HB 2267), and establish tribal eligibility for local conservation fund 
sources (SB 6097).



Federal - PSDOH



Puget Sound Day 
on the Hill



• NW Straits Reauthorization – 
hotlined

• Floodplain Enhancement Act 
– new bipartisan sponsors

• 6PPD Task Force legislation – 
introduced

Puget Sound Day on the Hill - successes



• Appropriators (relatively) 
more optimistic

• Movement on some stalled 
BIL programs? (Culvert AOP, 
etc.

Puget Sound Day on the Hill - successes



State - Looking Ahead to 
2027



What’s Next – Things on our radar

➢ Site visits and 
legislative 
tours

➢ Economic/budget 
outlook – Ongoing 
challenges

➢ Future of CCA 
investments

➢ Elections / 
legislative 
turnover



Legislative Tours



Retirements, Elections, and Legislative Turnover

Rep Tharinger
House Capital, Chair

Sen Shewmake
Senate Environment, Chair

Sen Saldaña
Sen Natural Resources

Sen Boehnke
Sen Environment
Ranking

Sen Warnick
Sen Ways & Means

Rep Ormsby
House Approps, Chair

Plus lots more . . .



Examples of Possible Leadership Changes

Rep Tharinger
Outgoing Chair

Sen Shewmake
Outgoing Chair

Lisa Callan, Likely Chair?

House Capital Budget Committee

Lisa Parshley, Likely NR Lead?

Senate Environment Committee

Victoria Hunt, co-vice chair

Vandana Slatter, co-vice chair



CCA – “One Time” (?) Fund Swap

1. CCA replaces 
bonds for eligible 
projects 

2. Bonds replaces 
approps from “cash 
accounts”

3. Cash accounts 
send money to the 
operating budget •Puget Sound Acquisition Restoration

•Estuary and Salmon Restoration
•Brian Abbott Fish Barrier Removal
•Riparian Grants
•Washington Wildlife and Recreation 
Program
•Floodplains by Design

Payback?



CCA – Projected revenue decline vs historic 
investments

Actual Projected

Payback?

No forecast yet 
for 2031



CCA – Example CCA Investments 
That May Be At Risk

Operating Budget Item Agency Proposed reduction in 26 House budget (not included in final)

Local Government Salmon Recovery COM -$2,604,000

Shoreline and GMA Updates ECY -$497,000

Riparian Coordinator RCO -$197,000

Salmon Riparian Restoration Program SCC -$1,000,000

Urban Forest Assistance DNR -$1,820,000

Capital Budget Item Agency 25-27 Bonds (b4 ‘26 swap) 25-27 CCA plus-up 25-27 Total

Puget Sound Acquisition & Restoration RCO/PSP $50,438,000 $10,100,000 $60,538,000

Floodplains by Design ECY $59,629,000 $16,154,000 $75,783,000

Estuary and Salmon Restoration RCO/DFW $6,668,000 $8,997,000 $15,665,000

Salmon Riparian Restoration Program SCC $5,000,000 $20,000,000 $25,000,000



CCA – Example CCA Investments 
That May Be At Risk



2026 Puget Sound Legislative Priorities

Click here to view full 2026 Puget Sound Legislative Priorities

https://pspwa.box.com/s/qg6ll3kko5yzuvgdf6ktwi1n9mf2sjus


Discussion

• About 2026 session and outcomes
• About looking forward to 2027
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